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Marshall University’s medical school 

is tied for No. 1 in the nation in 
the percentage of medical school 

graduates entering family practice, according 
to a study in the September issue of the journal 
Family Medicine.
	 Marshall’s Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine shares the top spot with Florida State 
University. Both had 22.2 percent of their 
graduates enter family practice residencies in the 
study year (2006-07), compared to a national 
average of 8.5 percent.
	 “This number 1 ranking affirms the 
commitment of Marshall University’s School 
of Medicine to educating physicians who are 
the front line of primary health care delivery in 
our nation,” said Marshall University President 
Stephen J. Kopp, Ph.D. “Combined with the 
stellar medical licensure exam performance 
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As part of the ongoing growth of the 
School of Medicine, a Department 
of Neuroscience has been established 

to better implement diagnosis and treatment 
of disorders of the brain and spine. This is a 
welcome addition to the School of Medicine, 
as well as to the Tri-State area. As the field of 
neuroscience broadens its scope, specialists now 
have the opportunity to closely interact with one 
another for the benefit of the individual patient.
	 The department is chaired by Dr. Bryan 
Payne, specialist in neurosurgery as well as 
movement disorders and brain tumors. Payne 
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School of Medicine     White Coat Ceremony

he Marshall Untivrsity Joan C. Edwards S(chool of MedicineAlumni Association gratefully 3)Tj
T

BT
/T1_2 1 Tf114 0 0 1 86.344636980.1291 Tm
Texends its appreciation for the generosity  ofthe following alumni and friends who purchased 3

hie coats and book crMedts for the Class  of 2011.3
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• 	 The Accreditation Council for Graduate 

Medical Education has granted approval 
for an orthopaedic surgery residency at 
the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine. Marshall is approved to 
accept three students per year in the 5-year 
program. 

 
•    Marshall’s program is one of only two new 

orthopaedics programs to be approved 
nationwide since 1995 (the other is in 
Detroit). The residency director will be 
Dr. Ali Oliashirazi, chairman of Marshall’s 
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery.

 
•   Marshall has recruited both Year 1 and Year 

2 residents for the training year beginning 



22

Benefactor   Spring 2008

K
There are many ways physicians show 

compassion. One way we may not think 
about is when a successful physician 

looks back at his medical school days and thinks 
of the financial burden some students accrue 
during their studies.
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School of Medicine     Homecoming 2007
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Karen Clark Gerbo, MD		  1989
Cheryl L. Cook, MD 		  1985
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School of Medicine     Class Notes

however. Procop considered becoming a science 
teacher like the ones who influenced him. It was 
a friend in a chemistry class and her husband, 
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Nicole L. Grieve , Class of 

2005, of Rochester, Minn., 

spent a great deal of 2007 

traveling. She spent a month 

in Scottsdale, Ariz., working 

at Mayo Hospital. She spent 

March in Afetra, starting with 

a 10-day climb of Kilimanjaro, 

with the remainder of the month in Malawi 

working at a mission hospital. During the summer, 

Nicole got back into cycling and visiting family 

members before attending a medtral conference 

in Hawaii. 

D. Ryan Fish

, Class of 2006, 

of Indianapolis, Ind., and his 

wife, Stephenie, are pleased 

to share a photo of their son, 

Charlie, on his �rst birthday.   

Gerard J. “Joey-122Oakley , Class of 2006, receatid 

the Leadership Development Award from the 

veClege of Amertran PatheCogists Foundelaon. 

Christopher W. Russell , Class of 2006, has been 

namid the d epartment of e mergency m edtrine-12s 
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The Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine Class of 
2008  is selling MUSOM Alumni t-shirts and sweatshirts to raise money 
to fund an endowment for an annual lecture series entitled  the Class of 




