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2013 - John J. Cannell, MD
Executive Director
Vitamin D Council
San Luis Obispo, CA
1) The Use of Vitamin D in Clinical Practice

2012 - William Thies, Ph.D.
Vice President, Medical Scienti�c A�airs
Alzheimer’s Association
Chicago, IL
1) Alzheimers Today and the Future 

2011 – Susan S. Smyth32.9, Ph.D.



26TH ANNUAL RESEARCH DAY | 7



8 | MARSHALL UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER





10 | MARSHALL UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER

25TH RESEARCH DAY CONFERENCE PRESENTATION WINNERS

Basic Science
Yanling Yan (Winner)
Na/K‐ATPase Signaling in Dahl R and S Rats; A potential for salt sensitivity
Miranda B. Carper (Finalist)
Investigation of RGS16 mediated inhibition of pancreatic cancer metastasis

Clinical Vignette
Douglas von Allmen (Winner)
Use of Polyflex Stents in Refractory Benign Esophageal Strictures
Jared Brown�eld (Winner)
Ectopic Pregnancy in a previous cesarean section scar: case report
Aviral Roy (Finalist)
Cryptococcal Renal Invasion as a complication of disseminated cryptococcal 
disease in an AIDS patient
Ross Dechant (Finalist)
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R E S E A R C H  D A Y  A G E N D A

	 9:45AM - 10:30AM	 POSTER PRESENTATIONS SESSION 1 -ATRIUM  - PAGE 47		
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R E S E A R C H  D A Y  A G E N D A

No.	 Name/Abstract Title	 Dept	 Category	
22	 O.A Irivbogbe	 Departments of Cardiovascular Medicine 
		  and Internal Medicine	 Case Study	
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Perivascular Fat Relation to Hypertension:
 WV-Appalachian Heart Study

Christopher Adams, MD., Carla Cook, BS., Todd Gress, MD., MPH, 
Nepal Chowdhury, MD., Paulette Wehner, MD., 

Nalini Santanam, PhD, MPH.
Dept. Medicine (Cardiology); Dept. Pharmacology, Physiology, & 

Toxicology, Dept. Cardiothoracic Surgery, Joan C Edwards 
School of Medicine, Marshall University, Huntington, WV

Obesity levels have increased alarmingly in the Appalachian Region. 
This has resulted in an increase in the incidence of hypertension, 
hyperlipidemia and Type 2 diabetes in this region. Adipose tissue plays an 
important role in these diseases. Perivascular fat (PVF) that surrounds the 
heart and vasculature has an immediate paracrine and autocrine effect on 
cardiac and vascular function. Increase in body weight increases both 
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Substance Abuse in Adult Trauma Patients in Appalachia
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Intrahepatic Cholestasis of Pregnancy in HCV Infection
Tilahun Belay, MD, MPH, Hailegiorgiorgis Woldegiorgis, MD, 

Todd W Gress MD, MPH, and Yaser Rayyan, MD,
Department of Internal Medicine, Marshall University, Huntington, WV
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Benzyl Isothiocyanate Sensitizes Hnscc Cells To Cisplatin, 
And Inhibits Hnscc Cell Migration And Invasion





ORAL SESSION II • 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM
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Using Capsule Endoscopy to Determine the Diagnostic Yield 
in Patients with Obscure GI Bleeding in an 

Academic Affiliated Hospital in West Virginia
Rezwan Ahmed, Neha Goyal, John Davitt, Yaser Rayyan

Department of Internal Medicine, Department of Gastroenterology

Capsule endoscopy (CE) allows for visualization of the small bowel and 
can be used to investigate patients with obscure gastrointestinal bleeding. 
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Tetracycline antibiotics and tamoxifen induce apoptosis
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Regulation of pancreatic cancer cell migration 
and invasion by RGS16

Miranda B. Carper1, 2, and Pier Paolo Claudio1,2,3
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MicroRNAs serve as potential potential regulators 
of endometriosis-associated pain
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Fetal Vitamin D Levels at Parturition: Does location matter?
Jesse N. Cottrell, Anne M. Silvis, Brenda L. Mitchell, 

Monica A. Valentovic
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Effect of Brief Physical Activity Program on Physical Fitness 
of Elementary School Students

Rebecca Hayes, Lauren Thompson, Christine Gilkerson, Isabel Pino
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Department of Pediatrics

West Virginia consistently ranks among the worst states for childhood 
obesity. Children have limited control over their caloric intake; therefore, 
targeting physical activity may be a better approach to improving the 
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Total Postnatal Opiate Exposure Using Two Different 
Weaning Methods in Infants with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome.

Jodi Pitsenbarger, John Bruyere, Paul Viscuse, and Sean Loudin
Department of Pediatrics, Marshall University Joan C. Edwards 

School of Medicine, Huntington, WV
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Mitochondrial Elongation Factor Tu: 
Translational Regulation by Phosphorylation

Caroline A. Hunter, Jennifer L. Miller‑Lee, Hasan Koc, and Emine C. Koc
Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology, Marshall University 

School of Medicine, Huntington, WV.

Mitochondria have their own DNA and translation machinery. Deficiencies 
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The Involvement of the Na/K-ATPase  in HO-1 Induction 
by Ouabain and CoPP
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A Case Of Nephrogenic Di After 6 Years Of Cessation 
Of Lithium Therapy

Yanal Masannat, Omolola Olajide
Endocrinology, Marshall University
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A Case of Hyperbilirubinemia, Non Immune Hemolysis 
and Decreased RBC Production in a 13 Day Old

Susan Lopata and Susan Flesher
Department of Pediatrics, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, 

Marshall University, Huntington, WV

We report a case of an infant with hyperbilirubinemia and subsequently 
found to have non-immune mediated hemolysis as well as decreased 
RBC production. The enzyme defects G6PD and pyruvate kinase 
deficiency can cause both increased RBC destruction and decreased 
RBC production. In contrast, the RBC membrane disorders hereditary 
spherocytosis and elliptocytosis cause increased RBC destruction but 
show an increased RBC production to compensate unless there is another 
cause for suppression.
This baby was admitted with a BUBC of 23.6/1.0. He was formula fed and 
was taking appropriate feedings. Birthweight was 5‑15 and weight on day 
of admission was 5‑10, but he had gained 2 ounces in the past five days. 
Birth history was 35 weeks gestation, vaginal delivery, GBS negative, no 
maternal history of hepatitis, mom O negative, baby O positive, Direct 
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A Case of Post Cholecystectomy Gall bladder Remnant Syndrome
Nick Bailey, Osinowo Osiyemi, James Buchanan, Yasser Rayyan.
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A Case Study Illustrating the Rare Development of a Liver 
Hematoma after Percutaneous CT-guided Liver Biopsy

Haitem Muafa, MD, Rezwan Ahmed, MD, Stephen Roy, MD, 
Yaser Rayyan, MD

Marshall University, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, 
Internal Medicine

To diagnose a suspicious liver mass, a tisr C. ample must be obtained 
to determine its nature. Generally regarded as a safe procedure, 
percutaneous CT-guided liver biopsy is the gold standard for obtaining 
liver tisr C. A rare complication of liver biopsy is bleeding.  Others include 
puncturing visceral organs and infection.  We present a patient with a 
delayed presentation hematoma formation following elective percutaneous 
CT-guided liver biopsy.

A 66 year old Caucasian male presented to the ED with severe abdominal 
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A Rare Case of Papillary Thyroid Cancer Arising In Struma Ovarii
Maali Milhem, Christine Oakley
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All Out: The Inglorious End of “Buckyballs”
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as Recurrent Abdominal Pain

M. Adeel Mahmood, Christine Oakley

Dept of Internal Medicine, Section of Endocrinology, 

Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Huntington, WV
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Dieulafoy’s Lesions, A Case Series
Stephen Roy, MD, Haitem Muafa, MD, Rezwan Ahmed, MD, 

and Yaser Rayyan, MD.
Department of Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology, 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Huntington, WV

Dieulafoy’s lesions are dilated aberrant submucosal vessels that erode 
overlying epithelium in the absence of primary ulcers.  They’re  rare causes 
of GI bleeding with unknown etiology and not well understood bleeding 
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Giant Left Circumflex artery fistula draining into 
Superior Vena Cava
M.Waqas, R.Sayyed

Cardiology

Coronary arteriovenous (AV) fistula is a congenital coronary anomaly 
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I can’t walk!!: Acute Paraplegia Secondary 
to Ankylosing Spondylitis.

Ebrahim Sabbagh, DO, Jacob Kilgore, MD, Guillermo Madero, MD
Internal Medicine, Marshall University
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Management of Hyperthyroidism in Neutropenia: 
A case of Graves disease in multiple myeloma

Sangeeta Chandramahanti, Richmond Gyamfi, Prasanna Santhanam
Department of Medicine,Endocrinology, MUSOM
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Posterior Tibial Tendon Dislocation: A Case Report
Jill Goodwin, Jeffrey Kim, and John Jasko.
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Primary Intestinal Lymphangiectasia In a Patient 
with 6q Duplication Syndrome

Eric Riley, Kimberly Weaver, Rezwan Ahmed, Yaser Rayyan
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Selective Case Study Describing the Use of Apligraf® on 
Necrobiosis Lipoidica Associated with Diabetes
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Spontaneous Infected Biloma Managed by percutaneous Drainage 
Followed by ERCP due to Persistent Bile Leak
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Stenotrophomonas maltophilia endocarditis of Mitral Valve
Yousof Elgaried,MD., Ahmad Nusair, MD.

MU IM Residency Program, Marshall University.

Stenotrophomonas maltophilia is an environmental bacterium increasingly 
involved in nosocomial infections. A prominent feature of this organism 
is its resistance to multiple antibiotics, including, ß-lactam agents, 
quinolones, arninoglycosides, and carbapemens, thus leading to frequent 
therapeutic failures. Early recognition and management is very important 
to reduce mortality risk. 

We present a 34‑year‑old female, case of Stenotrophomonas maltophilia 
native valve endocarditis secondary to intravenous drug use. The patient 
presented with chest pain to the emergency room and was found to be 
hypotensive and CT scan of the chest showed pneumonia with probable 
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Thyroid Storm And Its Rare Complication: ThrombocytopeniaVikrant Agrawal, Fahad Sheikh, Jai Kumar KhatriInternal Medicine Department, Marshall University Joan C Edwards School of MedicineThyroid storm is a life threatening condition characterized by severe clinical manifestations of thyrotoxicosis. Review of current literature reveals that only a few cases of thyroid storm have occurred and they were mainly within foreign countries. Here we present a 23 year old female with thyroid storm and thrombocytopenia, which is an extremely rare complication. A 23 year old Caucasian female with a known history of hyperthyroidism presented with generalized weakness and a ‘racing heart’. On admission, 
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Transient Vision Loss in a Chronically Noncompliant, 
Subtherapeutic INR Patient

Jacob Kilgore, Christine Gilkerson
Internal Medicine, Marshall University Joan C. Edwards 

School of Medicine, Huntington, WV

As demonstrated by the following case presentation, it is important to 
consider alternative diagnoses in acutely presenting, noncompliant 
patients to prevent missing undiscovered pathology.
Patient is a 52 year old female who presented to the ED for visual 
disturbance and headache that began while in her car at a convenience 
store drive through.  She described the visual disturbance as a transient 
vision loss, stating a gray color came over both her eyes.  Of note, patient 
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Unilateral Hyperlucent Lung in a Teenager
Mostafa Shalaby, MD, David Wiltse, MD, Nancy Munn, MD
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An Educational Model for School Personnel Response 
to School Shootings

Matthew M. Snyder, Nathaniel S. Adkins, Stephen Wilson, 
and Bonnie Beaver

Department of Surgery, Marshall University School of Medicine
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Assessment Of Nurse Satisfaction With Bedside Nurse Presence 
At Family Centered Rounds

Jennifer K. Gerlach, MD, Audra L. Pritt, MD
Pediatrics

Many studies have assessed patient and physician satisfaction with Family 
Centered Rounds (FCR), but few have addressed nursing satisfaction.
To assess whether inclusion of a patient’s nurse during FCR affected 
nurse satisfaction.
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Delaying Chemotherapy in the Treatment of S8te IV Non-Small Cell Y
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Hematologic manifestations associated with 
Influenza infection in children.

Bakri Alzarka, Tarek Husien, Mark J. Mogul.
Department of Pediatrics, Division of Pediatric Hematology-Oncology , 
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Impact of School-Sponsored Research Day at West Virgina’s 
Allopathic Medical Schools

Mohammad Halaibeh, Yusif Mohammad, Alexander H. Slocum, Jr., PhD, 
Franklin D. Shuler, MD, PhD

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Marshall University 
School of Medicine, Huntington, WV 25701

School-sponsored research days are essential educational tools for 
exposing students to best practices in producing peer-reviewed work. 
A comparison of academic rigor of Research Day at Marshall University 
School of Medicine (MUSOM) and West Virginia University School of 





104 | MARSHALL UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER

Pathological anaylsis of hysterectomy specimens following prior 
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Resting Heart Rate, Heart Rate Variability and Mild Hypoglycemia 
during the Diabetes Control and Complications Trial 

and Follow-up Study (DCCT/EDIC).
Elke Fahrmann&爵⸵㌠呦ਭ㌮㐵㈭ㄮ㈲㠰〴䘰㔹㠰ぃ㔰〵〰〰㤸㌵㠰ぃ㔰㐶㠰〴䘰〵㄰〵㄰〰㤸㱂㠰〴䘰㔱䘰〴㐰ぃ㄰〰㤸㰷㔰〰㐴ぃ〰〶㐰㐶㠰〲〰㑆〰㑆〰い㸠呤ਨ 嵔䨊⽔ㄹ⸶ㄸ嵔䨊㐮ㄱ㌠⩄数⁒慭敮琠潦⁉湴敲湔
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The challenges of exploring the impact of genogram construction 
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Withdrawing into Society: Characteristics of 
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome on Final Day of Admission

Laura G Wilson, Rachel G Clarke, James Denvir and Sean Loudin
Department of Pediatrics, Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine

Neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS) is unfortunately ever growing issue. 
The problem of prescription drug abuse continues to affect a growing 
number of communities across our nation. The national rate of 3.39 per 
1000 live births is dwarfed by our own institution’s rate of 128.9 per 1000 
live births. Infants with NAS are not symptom free at discharge, and the 
AAP recognizes that there is a sub acute phase of withdrawal that can last 
up to six months.
We performed a retrospective chart review of a cohort of infants 
pharmacologically treated for NAS in the Neonatal Therapeutic Unit at a 
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