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Content Description 
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Figure 2: Step 3 Physician Tasks 
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Step 3 Content Outline 
 

The design of the Step 3 Content Outline has been influenced by the review of empirical data drawn from several 
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Nutritional and Digestive System Disorders 
 

Mouth, Salivary Glands, and Esophagus
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Disorders of the Musculoskeletal System 
 

Degenerative/Metabolic Disorders
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Renal and Urinary Disorders 
 

Lower Urinary Tract 
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Pregnancy/Labor and Delivery/Fetus and Newborn 
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Step 3 Evaluative Objectives 
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Evaluating the Severity of Patient's Problems (Prognosis) 
 
● Evaluates severity of patient condition and identifies indications for consultation or diagnostic assessment. 
 
●
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"xra" or the acronym "ECG" respectively, including 
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intensive care unit is available for medical 
(including coronary), surgical, obstetric, pediatric, 
and neonatal patients. At the start of each case, you 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
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To taper a medication, simply discontinue it. If tapering is optimal, it will be done for you. If you decide that you 
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11.  Does computer experience matter? 
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● In the event of a computer problem during a live examination, a case simulation may be restarted by testing 
center staff. Only one restart per case is permitted. If a case is restarted more than once, the restart 
restriction will prevent the interrupted case simulation from being completed and the next case will appear. 

● During the examination, it may take longer to process history and physical exam requests; order tests, 
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Calendar option: 
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2. A 14-year-old boy is brought to the walk-in clinic by his father late on a Saturday afternoon because his left ear is 
swollen and painful. The ear has been black and blue since he injured it in a wrestling match 3 days ago. Symptoms 
have increased significantly following a repeat injury during a match 3 hours ago. Vital signs are normal. The left ear 
is markedly swollen and tender to palpation. Which of the following is the most appropriate next step in management? 
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6. A 2-year-old boy is brought to the office by his mother for follow-up of a chromosome analysis done 1 month ago. 
The child has minor dysmorphic features, and growth and developmental delay. Chromosome analysis showed a small 
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Items 17–18 
 
A 10-year-old girl, who has been undergoing treatment for chronic juvenile rheumatoid arthritis for the past 3 years, is 
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Items 21–22
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25. A 4-year-old boy is brought to the office by his mother because he has become unmanageable at his day-care center. 
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Items 30–32 
 
A 57-year-old construction worker returns to the office for a follow-up visit after a transient ischemic attack. There was no 
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Items 33–34 
 
A 28-year-old white woman returns to the office for follow-up of hypertension. She says, "My blood pressure keeps getting 
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36. 
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39. A 30-year-old man who has been your patient for several years comes to the office for a periodic health evaluation. He 
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41. 



 

52 

44. A 35-year-old man with hypertension comes to the office because of high fever, malaise, and arthralgias during the 
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47. 
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Block 2: Emergency Department and Inpatient Facilities 
Items 49–72; Time - 30 minutes 

 
You encounter patients in the emergency department and inpatient facilities, including the hospital, the adjacent 
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51. A 62-year-old woman is brought to the emergency department because of obtundation. On physical examination, she 
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56.
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60. A 38-year-old man with Down syndrome and severe mental retardation is brought to the emergency department by 
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63. 
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68. 
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70.
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Block 3: Emergency Department and Inpatient Facilities 
Items 73–96; Time - 30 minutes 
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Items 79–80 
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Items 82–83 
 
A 57-year-old man who manages his own accounting firm has a 5-year history of malignant melanoma that has been treated 
with local excision and immunotherapy. He now is admitted to the hospital for evaluation of constant pain in his back and left 
hip and an 11-kg (24-lb) weight loss. He and his wife of 35 years are worried that "the cancer may be back." Pelvic and 
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